Somerset County Council

Cultural and Creative Economy Unit
Seed Funding Grant Scheme Guidelines 2010-11
INTRODUCTION

Grants from the Cultural and Creative Economy Unit are available for individuals, community groups and organisations living or working within Somerset who increase public access to the arts and promote creative excellence. The grant scheme enables artists, community groups and organisations working in Somerset to access support for creative projects, events and initiatives.

For 2010-11, the Cultural and Creative Economy Unit is continuing a seed funding initiative. We hope this method of distributing our grants ensures that in difficult economic times we are still able to support multiple arts events and projects in the county. Grant allocations can be any figure from a minimum of £200 to a maximum of £1,500. Whilst we appreciate funding amounts have been applied for because of an identified need, we will on occasion offer lower or higher grants dependent on our assessment of the project, and the level of applications we are receiving at the time.
Applications to the fund will be assessed by at least two members of staff in the Cultural and Creative Economy Unit. Applications can be made to the fund at any time but you should check with Polly Davis before applying to ensure funds are available. You should allow up to 15 working days from the receipt of your application for notification of the outcome of your grant request.

Please read the following criteria and terms and conditions carefully before beginning your application. 
CRITERIA

For a grant to be considered, all of the following criteria must be met:
· The project/s or event/s must seek to increase public engagement in the arts.

· The project/s or event/s must seek to raise the profile of Somerset through creative excellence. 

· Projects must celebrate or reflect local distinctiveness. 

· Projects must take into account local needs and wider community benefit.
· The project involves at least one community partner (e.g. schools, businesses, local venues).
· The project/s or event/s must take place in Somerset or have clear and demonstrable benefit to residents and visitors in the county. 

· The project/s or event/s must be accessible to the public.

· The project/s or event/s must show an awareness of and contribution to some of the key values for arts development in Somerset.

· The project/s or event/s must have match funding in place, either from in-kind support or other financial contributions.

· As Somerset County Council aims to play an important role in the delivery of projects for the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad, we will prioritise projects and events that intend to help us deliver our 2012 programme. When you apply for funding, we will discuss with you our plans for 2012 and should you be successful, we will ask you to register your project or event for Somerset’s Quest to 2012, The Ark-Hive. Please see www.somersetarts.com for more details.
We will not normally fund:

· Applications from schools for arts activities during the school day.

· Applications from commercial organisations.

· Retrospective funding (costs that have already been incurred or previously committed).

· Groups that have membership rules limiting or restricting entry (apart from standards of personal performances).

· Projects which are exclusively religious or political.

· General repairs, redecoration and maintenance of buildings, running costs of organisations. These are considered to be the normal liability of the venue, organisation, club or society.

· More than one application from any organisation per annum.

· Any organisation showing significant unallocated cash reserves.

· Projects or organisations in receipt of other significant contributions
 from elsewhere within the Authority or from other Council(s) in Somerset. 

The panel reserves the right to amend the criteria as required. 

TERMS & CONDITIONS

· The grant is a one-off payment exclusively for the project as outlined in your application and cannot be used for any other purpose. Should any changes or alterations take place to the project these plans must be communicated to the Creative Economy Support Officer as soon as the possibility of change is known.
· The County Council expects its support to be acknowledged on all project publicity in the form of its logo. Also, we may require your project publicity to carry other logos as determined by national initiatives that Somerset County Council supports. These logos will be provided to you should your application prove successful.  
· If your project has an exhibition or performance during or after its completion, please extend an invitation to the local county councillor/s.
· You should ensure that all events related to the project are uploaded onto the new Somerset Arts website www.somersetarts.com. Please contact Sheena Murray, Creative Economy Assistant, if you have any queries about the new website. 

· After completion of your project we would also ask that you provide us with details of the number of people who participated in, or attended your project. These figures will assist the Cultural and Creative Economy Unit in illustrating the wider impact of the projects we fund and help to ensure the success of your project is fully recognised. This information should be provided within a fortnight of a request being made.
· The council reserve the right to carry out a monitoring and evaluation visit before, during or after the project/s or event/s has/ve begun.

· By completing the declaration at the end of the Project Application, you are agreeing to abide by all of the above terms and conditions. 
FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact Polly Davis, Creative Economy Support Officer, for further information regarding funding advice.

Tel: 01278 454 604 

Email: pydavis@somerset.gov.uk 

www.somersetarts.com 

Or see Somerset’s Cultural Strategy for an in-depth look at the arts and cultural sector in Somerset. 

The strategy can be accessed via this link: http://www.somersetarts.com/news.cfm?y=y&page_id=7162
PROJECT APPLICATION FORM
	Project Name
	


1. Project Characteristics

	Applicant’s Name 
	

	Contact Name
	
	Contact Address

	Contact Tel No
	
	

	Contact E-mail
	
	

	What is the applicants legal status?

	Limited Company  □  Limited Company (not for profit)  □  Company Limited by Guarantee  □  Charitable Trust  □

Local Authority  □ Other (please specify)  □
If you are applying as an organisation, please tick the box that most closely describes your organisation.

  
 Arts organisation 

  
 Educational establishment 

  
 Health group or organisation 
  
 Media organisation 

  
 Youth group 

  
Other (Please give details below in no more than 10 words). 



	Project Location/s

	District 
	
	Project Address (inc. Post Code)

	County 
	
	

	Market Town 
	
	

	Ward 
	
	

	Other
	
	


	Project Description

	Please give a detailed summary of the project in no more than 200 words:


	Please give detailed project objectives and proposed outcomes, including the anticipated number of project participants and/or audiences in no more than 200 words:



	Project Start Date:
	Project End Date: (Physical) 
	Project End Date: (Financial) 



2. Partnership working

	Please give details of any partners that are involved in the project 

	


3. Costs and Funding
Please list all Project Costs (A) and ensure all costs are exclusive of recoverable VAT. All costs should be entered to the nearest pound. Please included details of any match funding (B) or in kind support (C) received and include the amount you would like to request (D) at the end. In order for your application to be assessed, the budget must be correctly calculated – ensure that B + C + D = A 

	A. Project Costs 


	DESCRIPTION
	AMOUNT (£)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	TOTAL PROJECT COSTS:
	

	B. Project income


	DESCRIPTION
	AMOUNT (£)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	TOTAL PROJECT INCOME:
	

	C. In kind support


	DESCRIPTION
	AMOUNT (£)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	TOTAL IN-KIND SUPPORT:
	

	D. The amount you would like to request from us
	£


4. Volunteering 

	Will there be any volunteering opportunities associated with this project? Please give details and estimated numbers involved 




5. Risk Assessment

	What are the main risks associated with the project? 



	How do you propose to manage these risks and what contingency plans are in place? 




	Declaration

	To the best of my knowledge, I confirm that the information supplied on this form is correct and complete. If successful, this organisation will use the funding only for the purpose shown in the application and will meet all the terms and conditions attached to any grant offer that is accepted.
Signed:
Name (please print):
Position:
Date:


Please email your application to Polly Davis pydavis@somerset.gov.uk
� Sums exceeding £1,000
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