Bridgwater Arts Centre volunteers Pat Morley and Ron Rudd joined Ben Bradshaw, MP for Exeter and Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, at Exeter Cathedral for a reception to celebrate and thank Cultural Champions. 

‘Cultural Champions’ is a new initiative created by Arts and Business, to publicly acknowledge the ‘unsung heroes’ who contribute so much into the Arts. A Cultural Champion is someone who has shown commitment and support to an arts organisation, be it through an important monetary contribution, a contribution of time by volunteering, or the offering of skills and advice to the organisation without payment.

Pat Morley has been involved with Bridgwater Arts Centre for 25 years. Since she retired she has been a very active Board Member and volunteer. Pat has chaired the Visual Arts Committee supporting and enabling a range of artists to exhibit and show their work. Pat has paid particular attention to emerging artists, supporting them through their first exhibitions and assisting them with details of mounting work, pricing work and leading on press releases and other marketing strategies. Pat has also run two major raffles raising over £1000 and has successfully applied for funding from Heritage Lottery and the Arts Council.

Ron Rudd has been a volunteer at the Arts Centre for almost 50 years. His great interest and love of music, dancing, film and theatre has involved Ron and his whole family in a range of arts activities. Ron has a regular weekly slot running the Box Office and reception; he also stewards and serves refreshments on performance nights. Ron is a skilled carpenter and is the first port of call for DIY jobs whether it's putting up a new shelf in the bar, hanging a new door or changing a lock. Ron also offers accommodation to visiting musicians, saving the Arts Centre the cost of B & B. His warm welcome and hospitality has won him many friends amongst touring artists, who often request that they stay with Ron on their next visit!
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Pictured left to right are: Ron Rudd, Cultural Champion, Colin Tweedy, Chief Executive at Arts & Business, Charlie Dearden, Centre Director of Bridgwater Arts Centre, Ben Bradshaw, Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, and Pat Morley, Cultural Champion.
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