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Arts Officer makes a Joyful Noise                                drawing by Dave Young
INTRODUCTION

Greetings to this, the first newsletter of the year, produced by Tim Hill, working in Somerset helping promote the ‘outdoor celebratory arts’. The newsletter is a space for news and views about these arts, it goes out to over 500 people and is, I hope, a useful resource for anyone working or interested in these arts of feasting, fire and joy.

I was listening to Desert island Discs a few weeks ago with the wonderful Mary Beard. This politically and culturally aware, blogging classics scholar, declared her pride in being English and the need to fight the appropriation of ‘Englishness’ by the British National Party. The same week, same station, the equally wonderful songwriter Steve Knightly was speaking about making the BNP take down one his songs from their website and organising opposition to this take over of our musical heritage.  More at http://www.folkagainstfascism.com/
At a meeting a few weeks ago there was a distinct shifting of unease when someone mentioned celebrating Englishness. But for me this job is about celebrating where we come from, where we live and where we are going. A key part of celebrating English ‘traditions’ is connecting with the struggles of the past, with the efforts of people to create a fairer, more equitable and beautiful world, not an escape into rose tinted fantasy and cosy illusion. The England of Abiezer Coppe, Gerrard Winstanly, Tom Paine, William Blake and William Morris is a place to be proud and inspired by. Saint George was an armoured Armenian, ‘King’ Arthur probably regarded himself as defender of a multi cultural Roman civilisation. I despair of my country at least twice a week, but I am proud and fascinated by it, just as I am proud and fascinated by my Jewish and Indian ancestors

Outdoor Celebrations work in many ways, they can work as mythic spaces, bringing a places and peoples ‘dreamtime’ to life, involving myths and stories that speak of past, present and future.  These arts are spaces to play with Ideas of English and British Culture. Our culture is constantly changing, fed by new ideas and arrivals as much as ancient histories. The more we dig into the past, the more connections and interweaving between different cultures we find. This year here at Bridgwater Arts Centre we will be working with the local TUC and others to bring back May Day. More below

Enough ranting (actually I think we should have more, especially on May Day)

Any news/comments to timhill@thrivesomerset.org. Next deadline will be first week in April

Some late news, a day workshop on outdoor celebration with Sue Gill and John Fox from Dead Good Guides, formerly of Welfare State International on 24th May. Venue, to be confirmed, somewhere in Somerset.

Project News 

I have now put together a three year plan, to be implemented by a highly trained cadre of crack ranting celebrants relentlessly bringing joy and togetherness to the good citizens of Somerset. 

This year I will be helping developing the celebratory arts through creative planning events, creating resources and a series of events over the summer around tools like giant image making and music. These include May Day in Bridgwater, a closing ceremony for South Somerset Green and Scythe Fair in June, processional elements for West Somerset dance festival, a fire and noise event in Taunton and a site-specific piece in Yoevil. Come and join us for any or all of these events. Contact me if you are interested.

There are many ideas across the county around a celebration of the stories of Somerset. Ideas of storytelling in its widest sense, how we create stories today, asking how we tell stories about our lives, about where we live, our individual journeys and the timelines of places and communities. This could be a focus for 2011, bringing these stories to life and sharing them. We will be holding a day event at Bridgwater Arts centre on April 28th focusing on the many themes of story telling.

There are a number themes for 2012 evolving around the idea of an ‘Ark Hive’, an extra-ordinary travelling device, pulled from community to community, gathering stories, inspiring celebrations, searching for the essences of Somerset, telling stories and singing songs. A solar powered Ark of the Summerlands, lighting up the landscape, leading parades or rivers of sound and light and gathering us to a feast of Somerset. Bringing the county to life, bringing the county to light, asking where we come from and where we are going, and probably leading us up the garden path.

Over the next few months I am concentrating on creating some resources, firstly around street bands and street noise, ready in time for the national Street Band Convention in may in Oxford, more on that below. Then I will be working on a resource for ‘sustainable/human powered vehicles and on processions.

Highlights coming up

Thurs 22nd  April Walk
Join me for a walk along the waterways between Taunton and Creech St Michael. Looking at this great space in terms of performance and celebtaion possibilities. Starting 10.30am in The Brewhouse café, Taunton. 

Tues April 28th 10.30 to 4. A Story Feast. Bridgwater Arts Centre.

A day celebrating how we find and tell stories, about storytelling in its widest sense and how we create stories today. The day will bring together a wide variety of individuals and groups working on approaches to storytelling and creating stories from storytellers to oral history groups.

Weds April 28th to May 1st    Mayday - Maypoles, Marches and Mischief
Mayday is one of the lost festivals of England, a time of games, dancing and solidarity. Join me, Bridgwater Arts Centre and Trade Union Council in helping bring back this special festival
Weds 28th Maypoles, Marches and Mischief. 8pm Bridgwater Arts Centre. Presentation about May Day, its cultural history, Bridgwater’s radical past and how to recreate may day for today.
Thurs April 29th Big Noise for May Day. Bridgwater Arts Centre. 8pm

Evening workshop creating an instant street band and choir for Mayday.

May day Workshops Bridgwater Arts Centre.

making banners, maypoles and a green man

11am to 4.30pm Thursday 29th and Friday 30th
7.30pm to 10pm  Thursday 

May Day May 1st. Bridgwater

Angel Crescent 2 to 5, plus exhibition and talks in the arts centre, followed by an evening of music and stories at the arts centre

 Bridgwater Arts Centre, 11 – 13 Castle St, Bridgwater, TA6 3DD

01278 422700

Weds May 5th. Merlin Theatre, Celebrating Frome. 

Presentations about out door celebration and discussion of several upcoming projects in Frome. The evening will also include ideas for human powered processional vehicles. 8pm. www.merlintheatre.co.uk Bath Road, Frome, 
You might also be interested in 
Worlds Unknown Club. 24th March. Leviathan Horns and Twittering Machines. Digital forest sounds and wasteland fairy stories, with strange new instruments, digital sounds, projections and devices with artist Dave Young and myself . 8.30 Perfect 5th. High Street, Taunton

LOCAL NEWS

Willows and withies

Musgrove Willows are running a number of courses in using willow for sculptures. Based in Western Zoyland in Somerset, Musgrove’s have been supplying withies for lanterns processions and giant image makers for years now, I’ve used them many times as have Welfare State International and the Liverpool Lantern Company. You can see images of some of this work on the willow growers website at http://www.musgrovewillows.co.uk . 

Courses include

6th March 2010 - Birds & Beasties Sculpture

24th-25th April 2010 - Willow Sculpture

12th May 2010 - Willow Sculpture
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Dragon Lantern from Ulverston Lantern parade created by atists from WSI, made from Musgrove willows.           Photo by Jed Murray

Dorchester Street Band

Dorchester is creating a street band for the Dorchester Festival at the end of May. The band rehearses Wednesdays, plus some weekend workshops run by yours truly. Ring Dorchester Arts Centre on 01305 266926. http://www.dorchesterarts.org.uk/
Forest School
Folk South West has developed a new Forest School site, Pogles Wood on the Dorset/Somerset border with a family day every month including March 27, April 5 and May15. Saturdays or school holidays. £20 per family based on two adults and two children. http://www.folksw.org.uk/ Folk South West, Church Farm, Leigh, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 6HL  01935 873889 Email: philippa@folksw.org.uk
Singing workshops at North Curry Village Hall, 
Saturday 13th March.  Near Taunton, Somerset.

Run by singer and archaeologist Yvette Staelens. You see the wonderful exhibition  ‘The Singing Landscape’ curated by Yvette at the Brewhouse Taunton then Bridgwater Arts Centre. 
10.00 - 4.00 Course fee: £22/18 concessions, free for men. Bring lunch to share. http://www.rootsquartet.com/
Somerset website

Don’t forget to put any events happening in Somerset on the Somerset Arts website. It has a special section dedicated to celebration. http://www.somersetarts.com/
NATIONAL NEWS
 ‘Illuminating Hadrian’s Wall’ and ‘Welcoming the Light’ March 13th
A spectacular lighting up of the 84 miles of Hadrian’s Wall, starting at Segedunum Roman Fort at Wallsend at 5.45pm in the North East. The line of light created by blazing beacons makes its way along the Wall to Bowness-on-Solway in Cumbria over the following hour. The evening starts with a performance by Berlin based Theater Anu. 

As it reaches Carlisle there will be a second public event ‘Welcoming the Light’ to celebrate the light’s arrival and passing through created by Lakes Alive. Among the delights in Carlisle will be performances by my street band Tongues of Fire and the Pandaemonium Engine created by Rag and Bone. Torches are available for you to join in. ‘Welcoming the Light’ is part of the ambitious Lakes Alive project. See below for information on their summer school. http://www.lakesalive.org/events/welcoming-the-light
There will also be a number of stewarded viewing points along the Wall. However due to the nature of the terrain, capacity for these will be limited and tickets will have to be pre-booked. http://www.illuminatinghadrianswall.com/
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Rag and Bones Pandaemonium Engine. http://www.rag-bone.org/
ISAN Access Toolkit launch, 24 March. National Theatre
The Independent Street Arts Network (ISAN) celebrates the launch of the ISAN Access Toolkit: making outdoor arts accessible to all at the National Theatre at 12.30pm on 24 March. The Toolkit is based on 4 real-life case studies at outdoor arts festivals by arts consultants Attitude is Everything. The Toolkit can be downloaded from the ISAN website: http://www.streetartsnetwork.org.uk. info@streetartsnetwork.org.uk 
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Street Band Gathering – a national convention for and about Street Bands - 7th, 8th, 9th May, Oxford.
This new national event will bring together musicians, band leaders, community bands and community music practitioners to share ideas, practice, and create a network for celebratory street band activity around the country in the lead up to 2012. 

The event will comprise two parts – a day of talks and presentations around street music called ‘A Joyful Noise’ on the Friday focusing on the role of street bands in education and in the community with community band leaders Pete Moser, Mary Genis and myself, Tim Hill.

The Street Band Weekend will include discussion, practical workshops and chances to play with other bands and for the public in Oxford town centre. Workshop leaders include New Orleans jazz innovator Abram Wilson, Orkestra de Sol's Marcus Britton and Salt's Dan Fox. Full details of the programme can be found at www.streetbandgathering.org.uk or 

Contact:  victoria@ocmevents.org Tel: 01865 488369

The Street Band Gathering is produced by Oxford Contemporary Music in partnership with The Horns of Plenty and Simon Chatterton with support from Oxford City Council and the National Lottery through Arts Council England.

Apple Day 21. 10. 2010
Apple Day will be 21 years old this year, and Common Ground are inviting us to make a bit of a song and dance this October celebration. Contact a local Apple Day organiser to see if they need your help, or organise an event yourself.  A list of Apple Day events will appear on the Common Ground website from 15th July, http://www.commonground.org.uk Last years Events List remains in place so that you might approach organisers for 2010.  

Workshops and training

Mintfest International Summer School for Street Arts, 

August 29 - September 5
Newly emerging professional street artists, or students of drama or theatre with an interest in working in the outdoors, are being offered the opportunity to spend a week working with leading national and international street artists to develop their skills and talents in the run up to Mintfest, 2010. The residential course will take place in Kendal, Cumbria, is open to UK and International artists and costs £200, which includes all accommodation, tuition fees and meals. There will be a maximum of 30 places available, and demand is expected to be high, so people are advised to apply early. The deadline for applications is 26 March 2010, for information see the website www.lakesalive.org.  You can contact Jenny Graham on 01539 720252 

FEATURED COMPANY

For this issue I’ve asked two contrasting companies based in Somerset to write about their work. Theatre Melange is especially interesting in their approach gathering stories and helping people and place tell their stories. 

Fuse’s work with young people and reinventing traditions of celebration like the Village Fetes is also vital to celebration today.

Theatre Mélange launches the ECHO Project in West Somerset

Originally based at the De La Warr Pavilion in East Sussex, Theatre Mélange has recently moved to the south west to develop an operating base in Somerset.  Their latest venture ECHO was launched in the coastal town of Minehead last year.  

ECHO is a journey through time that will capture key events from Minehead's past, its present and take a look at the hopes for its future. “ECHO is about people and place; about the different stories that connect us to each other and the places we live in” says Artistic Director Sandy Maberley “We are setting out to create a portrait of the town through the eyes of the people who live here and visit it. What makes it special?  The idea for ECHO began in Romania in 2007.  We had been working with Theatre Ariel for a couple of years in Vâlcea which is a lively and attractive provincial town.  The pace of change happening there was so fast and seemed to have no connection with what had been there before. It was an imported idea of what was “modern”. Amongst the new construction projects there was a big shopping mall, dwarfing everything around it, that had been built over a little riverside park where the older people would gather to play chess. We wanted to know their stories and we wanted to find a way to link those stories to the narrative of the young people setting out to explore a very different world.  It made us look at what was happening here in our own “place” in a new light. What do we value about the past? What kind of future do we want to create? How do we use the best of “old” and “new”…………..it’s a search for balance I guess”.  

The first public event of the ECHO journey in the UK was a colourful installation in some empty railway carriages lent by the West Somerset Railway at Minehead Station. “Make do and mend!” took a humorous look at Minehead in the 1950's through to the early 60’s and the opening of Butlins. “We created a series of environments that people walked through and there was a different 'soundscape' in each space that incorporated recordings of peoples stories, memories etc. that had been collected through workshops and interviews in the lead up to the event itself.  We also asked visitors 'on the day' to tell us their stories about the town”. 

The next event will be based on the 1960’s to 1970’s and the company are looking for a suitable site-specific location.  “Could be one of the empty shops in the main street but we are also looking for a snazzy “retro” caravan that we could borrow.  Any suggestions on this gratefully accepted!”
Look out for a number of events that will take place in the town throughout the coming year, not always in expected places.  There will also be free workshops on the theme for local groups as well as numerous interviews with people of all ages.  This journey of discovery will culminate in a public event hosted by the Regal Theatre in September 2010.

The ECHO Project is a collaboration with the human geography department at University of Exeter, University of Bucharest, Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Lille and also has cultural partners in Romania and France where similar activities will be taking place.  It is supported by Arts Council England; the National Lottery; ARTlife; Take Art; Somerset County Council and the European Union.

http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/our-work/theatre-melange-echo-project-2009-2011/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/news/research/title,52812,en.php
Contact Chris Ferris
Theatre Mélange, The Myrtles Bilbrook
Somerset TA24 6HF
T: +44 (0) 1984 64 14 14

http://www.theatremelange.com
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Echo, Minehead, Somerset
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  Fuse News
Fuse Performance are a company based in Somerset working locally, regionally and nationally, developing work across art forms and within creative partnerships with a range of communities and organisations.

The company create, produce and curate outdoor performances and events, programme street theatre, organise festivals and provide consultancy services as well as working directly as creative producers and practitioners. Indoors, Fuse produces Theatre Variete and interactive installation performances. 

In 2010, Fuse will continue to develop the mobile studio, workshop and arts practice reaching into urban and rural settings in villages, towns and cities. A mobile street arts academy will deliver visual performance, carnival arts workshops, circus, performance training and digital arts. The company will continue to develop two major projects: the Village Fete, a rural community celebration and Street Jam, an urban street arts practice. 

Village Fete

The Village Fete has evolved from the company's work with arts in rural communities for over 10 years. There are two models of the Village Fete. 

The first model involves the comic creation of a village fete for a day. The performance is created and performed by a cast of performers and crew that build a finely detailed event for the public to experience and be part of. The company play on the comic edge between the real and the fake The Village Fete is a world to be discovered, enjoyed and 'played' by the public
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The second model involves the development of a village fete through partnerships with different  communities. In the second model, the event is organised and run with the community offering and developing ideas collaboratively. The Village Fete is often themed creating an atmosphere full of colourful costumes and creative ideas. The company often run creative workshops in the local school/college and community before the event developing performances with the pupils and the community. With the company's experience of developing work this way, the villages and towns are able to raise funds for local causes.

In both models, the company provide gazebos, stalls, bric a brac, tombolas, games, a stage area, a tannoy, competitions and even an ice cream van that doubles up as a mini cinema or a music centre. There is also a bunting tent for entertainments, circus skills workshops and an area for arts and crafts
:.

StreetJam
Street Jam an urban street arts practice. The project is generously supported by Taunton Deane Borough Council and other local partners, Somerset County Council, Arts Council and the University of Winchester.

Street Jam started in the spring 2009 engaging arts practice within areas in North and East Taunton supporting community events and responding to the needs of the communities especially through young people. Fuse works with emergent companies and artists: Elementz Street Dance, Escape Parkour and Digger Sounds. 

Street Jam is created and developed by young people and facilitated, produced and managed by Fuse. A new emergent street arts company has evolved from trainees, artists and performers that have been working with Fuse / Sally Mann / John Lee for over 10 years.

Fuse 2010 will be visiting amongst others: Kingsbury Episcopi May Fayre, The Links Centre Taunton, Hosting the 20th Birthday Party Larmer Tree Festival, National Trust performances, French Weir, Taunton Town Centre Partnership, Energise events, Taunton Town Centre Picnic, Watchet Children’s Festival, Glastonbury Festival, Danson Festival and a Solar Party!

Ice Cream Van at the International Winchester Hat Fair 

Summer Street Arts Academy in Somerset
Village Fete goes to Devon!

Collaboration with BA (Hons) Street Arts programme University of Winchester through Research Knowledge Exchange Fellowship Funding
For further information please contact Sally Mann Tel. (01458)259638
www.fuseperformance.co.uk  email info@fuseperformance.co.uk 

. 

